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Building Opportunities One Experience at a Time with BGC
Thunder Bay and Community Foundation

For a group of young BGC Thunder Bay
members, Tuesday and Thursday evenings
looked a little different last winter.

Instead of spending the day at the Club, 11
children between the ages of 6 and 8 were
heading to Giant Gymnastics for an eight-
week program. They learned how to use the
equipment, practiced basic gymnastics skills
and most importantly, experience something
new together.

A second group of 11 children, ages 7 and
8, spent eight weeks at the Canada Games
Complex taking swimming lessons with
certified instructors, helping them develop
their skills and confidence while preparing
for their swim test.

These
through the Ontario Endowment for

programs were made possible

Lincoln C, member of BGC Thunder Bay
Club from the Swimming Category.

Passionate about our Community? Consider starting a Fund at the

Children & Youth in Recreation Fund from
the Thunder Bay Community Foundation,
which helped BGC Thunder Bay cover
transportation and program-related costs.
For organizations working with children
and youth, those practical costs can make a
difference in who is able to participate.

“Having the opportunity to offer swimming

very
beneficial as it allowed us to provide

and gymnastics programs was
members with experiences outside of the
Club setting,” said Jess Martyn-Gillespie,
Windsor Program Coordinator at BGC
Thunder Bay.

The programs also gave staff a chance to get
to know members in a different scenery.
“These programs also strengthened staff
teamwork, supervision, communication, and
relationship-building skills while creating
meaningful opportunities to connect with
members in a different environment,” she
added.

The experience did not end when the eight-
week programs were over. Many enjoyed
meeting other Club members through the
activities and later took part in BGC
Thunder Bay’s summer programming, with
some joining the summer programs for the
first time.

The Club regularly organizes community
outings for groups of 30 to 35 members.
While they have two 15-passenger vans,
they are not large enough to accommodate

Thunder Bay Community Foundation!

Visit www.tbcf.org or call (807) 475 7279 for more information.

an entire group of children and staff. Having
access to buses allows them to continue
taking larger groups out into the community
without passing the full cost of

transportation on to families.

Wendy Bell, Board Chair of the Community
Foundation reflected on the importance of
extracurricular and community experiences
to children and youth sharing, “Every child
should have the chance to try something
new, and sometimes the biggest barrier is
simply getting there. We’re proud to
support BGC Thunder Bay as they find
ways to make these experiences possible for
their
Foundation

members. It's great to see a
Grant turn  into  real
opportunities for children to learn, have fun

and be part of our community.”

She added, “What we appreciate about BGC
Thunder Bay’s work is that they understand
the practical things that can stand in the way
of participation, and we’re happy to be able
to help.”

For the members who took part, the
programs meant eight weeks at the gym,
eight weeks in the pool and a summer filled
with opportunities to get out and explore the
community. Some learned a new skill, some
gained a little more confidence, and some
simply found a new activity they enjoyed.

Additionally, For BGC Thunder
having the support to get children there

Bay,

meant being able to offer experiences

Community
Foundation

Thiago C, member of BGC Thunder Bay
Club from the Gymnastics Category.

beyond the Club’s walls.

As for the
Foundation, it is a reminder of what can

Thunder Bay Community

happen when local organizations have the
support to turn an idea into an opportunity
for the children and families they serve.

The 2026 Grant Applications are now open
for charitable organizations seeking support
for programs, initiatives, and projects that
create  meaningful change in our
community. Applications are open until

October 5, 2026.

Interested in supporting important work in
our community? Learn how you can create
a Fund to support organizations across
Thunder Bay and the District. Connect with
Athena Kreiner at akreiner@tbcf.org or
(807) 627-0512.

Thunder Bay Nurture your Passion.
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Build our Community.

Create a Legacy.
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