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She added, “For patrons living with vision loss,
a print disability, or limited mobility, that is the
difference between being left out and being able
to take part. We are grateful to the Dr. S. Penny
Petrone Fund for helping us make the library
more welcoming to everyone.”

The advantage of the collection is not only in the
format of the books, but in where and when
patrons can access them. An e-book can be
borrowed from a living room, a kitchen table or
a bedroom, while an audiobook can be
downloaded without a trip across town. 

As a matter of fact, the digital collection is
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
giving patrons the flexibility to use the library
on their own terms. That matters in Thunder
Bay, where getting to a branch is not equally
easy for everyone. 

A resident who is homebound, has limited
mobility, does not have reliable transportation,
or lives farther from a branch may not be able to
make a library visit whenever they want a new
book. Digital borrowing takes that trip out of the
equation. 

It also gives readers more control over how they
experience a book. E-books can be adjusted for
larger text and different contrast settings, while
screen readers and text-to-speech tools can make
written material accessible in other ways.
Audiobooks provide an option for people who
cannot read print at all.

The need for those options is significant. The
library notes that fewer than 10% of published
works in Canada are available in accessible
formats, while nearly 1 in 4 Canadians live with
some form of disability.

For the Public Library, expanding its digital
collection is one practical way to respond to that
gap and the early borrowing numbers suggest
patrons are using the resources that are being
added.

The project also builds on a shift that became
particularly visible during the pandemic, when
digital library services became an important way
for people to continue accessing books and
information while branches were closed or
difficult to visit. That demand has continued,
making digital collections an increasingly
important part of how a public library serves its
community.

Athena Kreiner, CEO of the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, shared the same
sentiment, “Through the Dr. S. Penny Petrone
Fund, the Foundation’s support helped the
Public Library add books that might otherwise
be out of reach for some of the people they
serve. And while 79 new titles may sound like a
small addition to a library collection, 258 loans
in four months tells a different story.”

A trip to the library does not always start with a
drive to the nearest branch. For some Thunder
Bay Public Library patrons, it starts at home,
where an e-book can be enlarged on a screen or
read aloud, or where an audiobook can make a
story accessible when a printed book cannot.

That is the thinking behind ‘Accessible Reads’,
a Thunder Bay Public Library project supported
by a $3,000 grant from the Dr. S. Penny Petrone
Fund through the Thunder Bay Community
Foundation.

The funding added 79 new titles to the library’s
digital collection, composed of 57 e-books and
22 audiobooks, all of which are selected with
patrons with vision loss, print disabilities such as
dyslexia, and limited mobility in mind.

In the first four months of 2026, the new titles
were borrowed 258 times. That works out to
more than three loans per title, despite the
collection being newly added. 

Some of the books include the audiobook of
Broken Country, Fredrik Backman’s My
Friends, and Lessons in Chemistry. For someone
who cannot easily read a printed copy, having
Lessons in Chemistry available as an audiobook
means being able to experience a story that has
reached readers through its bestseller status and
viewers through its television adaptation.

Meagan Ross, Associate Director of
Development at Thunder Bay Public Library,
shared, “Access to reading should not depend on
whether someone can hold a book or see a
printed page. This Grant let us add dozens of e-
books and audiobooks that people can enlarge,
listen to, or read with a screen reader, and
borrow from home at any hour.”

Community Generosity Helps Expand Accessible Reading at
Thunder Bay Public Library

Visit www.tbcf.org or call (807) 475 7279 for more information.

Passionate about our Community? Consider starting a Fund at the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation!

“Those are 258 opportunities for someone in
Thunder Bay to pick a book, press play, enlarge
a page, listen to a chapter, or settle in with a
story - without the format of the book deciding
whether they can be part of it,” she added. 

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation
continues to support charitable organizations
and such community initiatives across the city
and the district through its annual grants.
Applications for this year’s Grants are open until
October 5, 2026. To learn more about the
program and apply, visit www.tbcf.org/grants.

Interested in supporting important work in our
community? Learn how you can create a Fund to
support organizations across Thunder Bay and
the District. Connect with Athena Kreiner at
akreiner@tbcf.org or (807) 627-0512.

http://www.tbcf.org/grants
mailto:akreiner@tbcf.org
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