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Evergreen’s Ka-Wiiciiwin Program

For a young person, a trip to a hockey game, a
recreational outing, or participation in a cultural
ceremony might seem like a simple experience.
But for youth who may not otherwise have
access to these opportunities, those moments can
become something much more meaningful: a
chance to discover something new, build
connect

confidence, with others, and see

possibilities beyond what they have known.

That is at the heart of Ka-Wiiciiwin, a youth
outing program hosted by Evergreen a United
Neighbourhood, a not-for-profit organization
serving residents of Thunder Bay’s Simpson-
Ogden community.

Ka-Wiiciiwin, meaning “I'll go with you”,
provides local children and youth with
opportunities to participate in recreational events
and activities based on their interests, needs, and
ideas. With the support of culturally sensitive
staff, youth have taken part in sporting events,
recreational outingsgicultural ceremonies, land-
based activities, and other experiences  that

expand their understanding of themselves and

the world around them.
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With support from the Ontario Endowment for
Children & Youth in Recreation at the Thunder
Bay Community Foundation, Evergreen is able
to continue the Ka-Wiiciiwin program for
another year, helping ensure these experiences
remain accessible to local youth.

“We are delighted to receive this funding to give
the Evergreen kids opportunities they otherwise
would not be able to do. Seeing the smiles and
enjoyment of being in nature with the parents,
children and youth is heartwarming,” said Linda
Bruins, Executive Director of Evergreen.

A key component of Ka-Wiiciiwin is youth
involvement. Members of the Youth Council
participate in decision-making, collaboration,
and event' preparation, » gaining practical
experience in areas such as time management,
logistics, budgeting, supervision, and health and
safety. Through their participation, they are also
introduced to traditional Indigenous procedures

and policies.

Since January 2026, the program has seen
significant growth in youth participation. The
Youth Council has grown from six to 15
members, with additional children expressing
interest in joining as they enter secondary
school. The program has also delivered eight
outings and events, reaching a total of 264
participants.

For young people preparing to enter adulthood,
these experiences can provide an important
Making taking
responsibility, working with others, and seeing a

foundation. decisions,
plan come together can help youth develop
greater independence and confidence in their
own abilities.
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“Through this process they are developing the
life skills necessary to combat the struggles they
face and allow them space to grow into their
own identities, forming strong self-confidence,”
Linda explained.

Evergreen says these opportunities are
particularly important in a community where
young people may witness the _effects of
poverty, substance use,Violence, gang
involvement, and_food insecurity firsthand.
Rather than defining youth by the challenges
them, the

opportunities for them to experience something

surrounding program  creates
different, and move toward ‘the Good Life they

call “Bimaadiziwin”.

“What stands out\to me about Ka-Wiiciiwin is
that the young people are not| simply being
invited to participate - they are being given a
voice in deciding what they want to experience
and the opportunity to help make it happen.
Seeing even more young people eager to join
tells us that they see something meaningful in
being part of this program. We are honoured that
the Foundation can help Evergreen continue
creating those experiences for youth in our
community,” said Athena Kreiner, CEO of the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation.

With continued support from the fund, Ka-
Wiiciiwin is reaching more young people and
preparing for additional outings throughout the
year, including Adventure Day Tbay, the Fort
William First Nation Powwow, a paintball team-
building activity, and an outing to Mission
Island Marsh.

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation is
now accepting grant applications from charitable

Community
Foundation

Foundation Encourages Youth Recreation Through

Evergreen a United Neighbourhood’s programs: Spring Up to
Clean Up, Mission Marsh, and Rockin Spring Fundraiser

organizations seeking support for programs,
initiatives, and projects that create meaningful
change in our community. Applications are open
until October 5, 2026.

Interested in supporting important work in our
community? Learn how you can create a fund to
support organizations across Thunder Bay and
the District. Connect with Athena Kreiner at
akreiner @tbcf.org or (807) 627-0512.
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