
She noted that behind every award is a
donor who has chosen to invest in education
and opportunity, “Our donors care deeply
about the youth in our community. They are
not simply providing financial support; they
are investing in education, opportunity and
the future of our society. Their generosity
helps students pursue their goals, build
meaningful futures and one day give back to
their communities in their own ways.”

“On behalf of the Thunder Bay Community
Foundation, a heartfelt thank you to our
incredible donors for supporting and
believing in our local youth and a huge
congratulations to all of the students for their
accomplishments and for receiving awards,”
she concluded. 

Full listing of 2026 Scholarship and Bursary
Recipients and photo gallery of the event are
available at www.tbcf.org.
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Approximately 220 guests attended the
reception, which featured remarks from
Foundation representatives, donors and
student recipients. Beyond the formal
program, the evening provided an
opportunity for students and supporters to
connect, exchange stories and reflect on the
impact of investing in education.

Among the speakers was Aiden Lehto, this
year’s recipient of the Keri Chase Memorial
Veterinary Scholarship. He reflected on how
receiving support through the Foundation
has positively shaped his outlook on post-
secondary education and future goals, “I am
very grateful to receive this award as it will
be a huge help towards paying for my
education in veterinary medicine! When I
graduate, I plan on practicing in Thunder
Bay and hopefully opening or running my
own clinic someday.” 

The success and impact of the Foundation’s
Student Awards continue to be made
possible through the generosity of donors
whose support creates meaningful
opportunities for students across the region.
Their investment not only helps reduce
financial barriers to education but also
empowers young people to pursue their
goals and contribute to our community.

Such donors are Ken and Diane Chase, long-
time supporters and fundholders and Ken
was a former Board member of the
Foundation. Together with their family, Ken
and Diane recently established a new award 

to support students enrolled in the veterinary
medicine program offered in the city. 

The award carries forward the legacy of Ken
and Diane’s niece, Keri Chase, whose
passion for animal welfare inspired decades
of community giving. “When our niece
passed away, our family decided to raise
funds in support of her passion for helping
animals. We were very successful in our
fundraising efforts, and over the past 20
years we have been able to support many
charities,” he added.

As the family considered how best to
continue that legacy, supporting future
veterinarians emerged as a natural next step.
Ken said, “Through this new award, we will
select a student in their second year of the
program and provide annual support through
to graduation.”

Athena Kreiner, CEO of the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, emphasized the
importance of investing in local students and
recognizing their academic achievement,
leadership, and commitment to community
involvement.

“What makes this evening so special is that
it represents the very best of our community
– people coming together to support one
another and invest in the future. Every
scholarship and bursary awarded is a
reminder to these students that their
community believes in them, supports them
and is cheering them on.”

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation is
celebrating another successful year of its
Student Awards, awarding more than
$192,000 in scholarships and bursaries to 58
students across the District of Thunder Bay
for 2026.

The awards support a diverse group of
students pursuing post-secondary education
in universities, colleges and skilled trades
programs across Canada. While many
recipients are recent high school graduates
beginning their academic journeys, some
awards are also designated for students
continuing their post-secondary studies,
including opportunities tied to institutions in
Thunder Bay.

Among this year’s awards is the first-ever
Keri Chase Memorial Veterinary
Scholarship, which supports aspiring
veterinarians enrolled in the newly
established veterinary program at Lakehead
University. The scholarship reflects growing
efforts to support education pathways that
address regional needs, including access to
veterinary care in Northwestern Ontario.

To recognize this year’s recipients, the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation hosted
its annual Scholarship and Bursary
Reception on June 4, at the Italian Cultural
Centre. The event brought together students,
families, donors and community partners to
recognize academic achievement and the
opportunities made possible through
community support.

2026 Student Award Recipients

Passionate about our Community? Consider starting a Fund at the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation!

Visit www.tbcf.org or call (807) 475 7279 for more information.
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