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From Scholarship to Success: How One Student Award in 1987
Changed Lori McKay’s Path

Every year, the Thunder Bay Community

Foundation  supports  students  across
Thunder Bay and District through its Student
Awards program, distributing scholarships
and bursaries to help reduce financial
barriers to education. In 2025 alone, the
Foundation awarded a total of $150,000 to
51 student recipients. While these milestones
are celebrated annually, the true impact of a
student award often extends far beyond a
single academic year - sometimes shaping a

life for decades.

One such story began in 1987, when Lori
Knott)
scholarship from what was then known as

McKay (now Lori received a
the Thunder Bay Foundation Scholarship.
Nearly four decades later, the influence of
that award is still evident in her life today.

At the time, the student awards process
looked very different. Applications were
completed manually often on typewriters
long before the convenience of computers or
the internet. Information about available
scholarships was shared primarily through
high school guidance offices, making
guidance counsellors a vital link between

students and opportunity.

Lori, then a student at Geraldton Composite
High School in the township of Geraldton,
recalls sitting down with her guidance
counsellor to review scholarship options.
Unaware of how significantly the
application would shape her future, Lori
completed the requirements, submitted the

Student Awards applications are now OPEN! Apply by March 31, 2026

paper application, and travelled to Thunder
Bay for an in-person interview. When she
later received a call informing her that she
had been awarded the scholarship, her
carefully laid plans suddenly changed.

“It was massive chaos,” Lori said with a
laugh. “I had a plan. I was going to go to
college, and everything was set. Then the
scholarship totally disrupted everything, but
in a good way. I changed my plan largely
because of that scholarship.”

That change proved life-defining as Lori
went on to pursue a different academic path,
ultimately =~ becoming  the  healthcare
professional she currently is. “I became an
occupational therapist because of the
scholarship,” she explained. “I ended up
going to a different university, and I really
do think it made it possible. It took away the
financial stress of going to school and
opened opportunities up.”

Looking back, the stands

alongside some of life’s most meaningful

scholarship

milestones for her. “When I mark the big

events in my life - graduating from
university, marriage, having children - the
scholarship is there,” she reflected. “It’s one
of the big events.”

For many years, the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation has connected
generosity with educational support through
students

the program, helping pursue

education, build careers, and contribute

and take the next step toward educational support.

Visit www.tbcf.org/scholarships-bursaries for more information.

meaningfully to their communities. To date,
the Foundation offers a total of 28 awards,
each with specific eligibility criteria for
secondary and post-secondary students.

Each scholarship and bursary represents a
vote of confidence in a student’s potential
and a reminder that someone believes in
their future. As Lori’s experience shows,
that belief can change the course of a life,
opening doors that may not have seemed
possible and easing the burden of financial
strain so students can focus on learning,
growth, and opportunity.

The Foundation continues this work with the
same purpose because of the generosity of
its donors, whose ongoing support has
continued to grow the Student Awards
program for decades. While the application
process has evolved - now submitted online
and shared widely - the heart of the program
remains

unchanged: creating access to

education and investing in the next
generation of leaders, professionals, and

community builders.

Lori reflects on the ongoing impact of the
Foundation and gives the following advice
to youth, “I’d have to say, look for
opportunities. I would hope money isn’t the
reason you don’t follow your dreams. My
advice is to be creative, send in applications.
Don’t think you’re not good enough,
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because you just might get it

Every year brings new applicants, new
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Lori Knott, a 1987 Student Award
recipient, whose scholarship helped pave
the way to her career as an occupational
therapist.

stories, and new possibilities - and decades
from now, the impact of today’s awards may
still be unfolding, just as it did for Lori.

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation
invites students across Thunder Bay and
District to take their next step toward this
opportunity. The Foundation is now
accepting online applications until March

31*" and has over $200,000 available in

awards.
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