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COMMUNITY MATTERS

leadership as she provides strategic oversight
and leadership to the Board, working closely
with fellow Directors and Foundation staff to
guide long-term priorities and ensure
responsible governance practices. Her
appointment signals both continuity and
renewed focus as the Foundation builds on its
legacy of supporting local charities and
projects.

Alongside Wendy’s appointment, the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation has
also welcomed Tom Mihaljevic and Mark
Clara as new members of its Board of
Directors. Tom is a life-long resident of
Thunder Bay, where he has raised his three
children with his wife Ivana. He is an
experienced executive who has worked as a
successful Financial Security Advisor and
Investment Representative for over 35 years.
As President & CEO of Mihaljevic Benefits
& Consulting Group, he provides strategic
direction, corporate oversight and innovation
financial solutions, while fostering
organization growth and excellence. Tom is
also widely recognized as an active and
dedicated community leader in the city who
has devoted decades to volunteerism,
advancing healthcare, social services,
education and community initiatives. 

In addition to his professional role, he has
demonstrated a strong commitment to
community involvement and civic
engagement through his service as a former
Board Member of the Thunder Bay Regional
Health Sciences Foundation for 12 years, as
well as with Shelter House and several local
faith-based organizations. Tom was also the
Chair of the Thunder Bay Freedom 55
Financial Celebrity Golf Classic for 10 years,
where he helped raised over $1 million for
our local Cancer Centre and other community
organizations.

Tom became engaged with the TBCF in
February 2025 and started volunteering on
the Financial Stewardship Committee, where
his expertise has been instrumental in
advancing the committee’s objectives. 

Mark Clara also calls Thunder Bay home,
where he raised his son with his wife Dana.
He brings a strong record of board
governance with his eight years of service on
the Thunder Bay Art Gallery as a Board
member, Vice Chair and Chair. His ability to
unite diverse stakeholders and lead
collaborative efforts has resulted in
meaningful community outcomes.

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation
(TBCF) welcomes 2026 with updates to its
Board of Directors, starting with the
appointment of Wendy Bell as the new Chair,
succeeding Mike Belliveau, who completed
his term in December 2025.

Thunder Bay is Wendy’s home, a place
where she has enjoyed raising her girls,
developing strong friendships and
relationships, participating in a myriad of
sports and charities, and being an active
member of the business community.
Currently, she’s approaching 15 years in real
estate as a Realtor with RE/MAX First
Choice Realty Ltd. While welcoming clients
and showing them what Thunder Bay has to
offer in residential, commercial,
condominium, rural, and waterfront
properties, she’s also ensuring they are
introduced to the city’s charities and
initiatives. “I want them to see what an
amazing place Thunder Bay is and the
breadth of what we have to offer them. We
have a diverse population with a big heart. I
want to introduce those new to the area to
what we offer so they can settle here and feel
they are part of this unique place,” she
shared.

As a consummate networker and community
volunteer, Wendy has been building her
portfolio to take on this new role as Chair.
Committed to the healthy development of
Thunder Bay, she has volunteered extensively
and provided leadership to United Way, the
Luncheon of Hope in support of breast cancer
and other campaigns of the Thunder Bay
Regional Health Sciences Foundation, as well
as the inaugural Lakehead Celebrates at LU,
bringing in Paul Shaffer for a once-in-a-
lifetime evening to remember and help raise
funds for the ATAC Building. She related,
“Knowing the community and our hard-
working charities is an important part of my
new role.” 

Wendy started her journey at the TBCF when
she evaluated student Scholarship and
Bursary Awards in 2016 and then, in 2020,
reviewed charity applications. In 2022, she
joined the Board as a Director. She shared,
“Through my interaction with Boards and
volunteers of major charities and the
evaluation process I engaged in at the TBCF,
I feel I have developed a greater
understanding of the challenges and needs of
our youth, charities, and public institutions.”

This will bode well for Wendy in her

New Year Brings New Leadership and New Faces to the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation Board of Directors

Mark brings leadership, integrity and a
commitment to service that will advance the
purpose of the Thunder Bay Community
Foundation.

Throughout his career, Mark has
demonstrated a deep dedication to
community improvement. His background in
business and engineering will help the Board
solve problems, plan strategy and make
sound decisions. He possesses both the vision
to see opportunities for growth and the
practical skills to help the organization
achieve its goals. Mark will be joining the
Governance Committee, as well as the
Community Engagement Committee. His
valuable experience in both areas will be put
to great use. 

In addition to the new Board lineup, the
Foundation has also named Terri Hrkac as the
new Chair of the Community Engagement
Committee. Terri joined the Board last year
and brings with her decades of experience in
philanthropy, legacy planning, and major
giving. Her role will oversee efforts that
foster valued relationships with donors,
partners, and the broader community.

With these recent changes, the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation expresses
appreciation for the dedication and service of
its Board members whose efforts play a vital
role in advancing the organization’s purpose.
It also welcomes the opportunity to benefit
from the expertise and insights of its newly
appointed Chair, Directors, and Committee
leadership as they assume their roles and
contribute to the Foundation’s ongoing work.

The purpose of the Thunder Bay Community
Foundation is to inspire, promote, and
facilitate philanthropy to support the ever-
changing needs of the District of Thunder
Bay. Its Board of Directors plays a central
part in guiding the organization’s strategic
direction, ensuring accountability,
transparency, and responsible stewardship of
funds. Through a strengthened and engaged
Board, the Foundation affirms its readiness to
continue supporting charitable organizations,
providing scholarships and bursaries to help
students with their post-secondary education,
fostering partnerships, and responding to
emerging priorities throughout the
community this new year. 
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