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L OMMUNITY MATTERS

Thunder Bay Community Foundation Marks 54 Years, Awarding Over $896,950 in 2025

This December, the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation celebrated its 54th
anniversary - a milestone marked by giving
more than $896,950 to local charities and
students across Thunder Bay and the District

in 2025.

A significant portion of this impact was
highlighted at this year’s Grant Reception,
where the Foundation distributed a total of
$594,261.61 to 46 local charities through
Community and Donor Directed Grants. The
organizations supported through these funds
are delivering projects and initiatives that
respond to some of the community’s most
urgent needs, from essential services that
support vulnerable populations to innovative
programs that strengthen neighbourhoods
and enhance quality of life.

The annual event brought together
funded

organization, along with the Foundation’s

representatives from each

Thunder Bay Community Foundation’s
2025 Grant Reception at The Chanterelle

Consider making a donation to the Foundation as a meaningful gift this
Holiday season. Visit www.tbcf.org/donate-now or call (807) 475 7279.

dedicated donors and volunteers. For
decades, this gathering has served as an
opportunity to celebrate the meaningful
these make

difference organizations

throughout the communities, while also
recognizing the generosity and commitment

of the donors who make this work possible.

One of the evening’s speakers, Michael
Quibell of St. Andrew’s Dew Drop Inn,
shared the significance of this support,
“Because of the donors of the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, our organizations
are not just surviving. We are growing,
adapting, and reaching more people than
ever before. Their generosity is not simply a
contribution to programs; it’s an investment
in people, in communities, and in a better
future for all of us.”

The Foundation’s commitment to

community-building extends beyond
charitable grants. In June, it hosted its
annual  Student  Awards  Reception,

recognizing 50 students from high schools
across the district with scholarships and
bursaries totaling $148,500. These awards
help reduce financial barriers and open doors
for young people, empowering them to
pursue their education and reach their full
potential.

A Legacy of Generosity

More than half a century, the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation has given over $10
million to support the community. Today, it
proudly stewards $19.6 million in assets,
including 76 donor funds and 19 agency

funds, each created to ensure meaningful,

long-term impact for generations to come.

Reflecting on this milestone, CEO Athena
Kreiner shared, “Reaching our 54th year is a
powerful reminder of what a community can
accomplish when generosity and purpose
come together. Every grant, every student
award, and every act of giving help build a
stronger, more resilient Thunder Bay.”

The Thunder Bay Community Foundation’s
purpose is to inspire, promote and facilitate
philanthropy to support the ever-changing
needs of the District of Thunder Bay. It
recognizes that its purpose thrives because
of the donors, supporters, organizations, and
partners who place their trust, heart, and
vision in its work. Their generosity is the
cornerstone of every achievement, and to
them, the Foundation extends its deepest
gratitude.

Wendy Bell, the new Board Chair of the
Foundation, adds, "This is a celebration of
the entire community. It is the donors,
volunteers, and partners who believe in the
Foundation that made these achievements
possible. As we look ahead, we are inspired
to continue this work and ensure that
generosity continues to create opportunities
and hope in our community.”

Give the Gift of Community

As the season of joy and gratitude arrives,
the Thunder Bay Community Foundation
embraces the festive spirit by continuing
what it does best: sharing generosity and
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Athena Kreiner, CEO of Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, with Michael

Quibell, Executive Director of St.

Andrew’s Dew Drop Inn

giving back to the community that gives so

much in return.

With your support, the Foundation can carry
this legacy forward into the new year.
Consider making a donation as a meaningful
holiday gift - one that creates opportunities,
supports vital programs, and strengthens our
community long after the holidays have
passed.

Your generosity helps local organizations
thrive, empowers students to pursue their
dreams, and ensures the spirit of giving
continues to flourish throughout Thunder

Bay and the District.

To make a holiday gift that truly makes a
difference, visit www.tbcf.org/donate-now.

Nurture your Passion.
Build our Community.
Create a Legacy.



