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The Will to Make a Difference: How Lesley and Rod are Leaving a
Lasting Legacy in Thunder Bay

November is Make a Will Month — the
perfect time to reflect on how we can
make a lasting difference in our
community. For the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, this moment
is an opportunity to remind everyone
that creating a Legacy Fund or
including a charitable bequest in your
will is a simple, yet deeply meaningful
way to give. These gifts are flexible,
impactful, and ensure your generosity
benefit

generations to come.

continues to others for

For longtime supporters like Lesley
Bell and Rod Morrison, giving back to
the community has always been part of
their

purpose naturally aligns with their

lives and the Foundation’s

perspectives on legacy giving.

After returning to Thunder Bay from
Kingston 13 years ago, Lesley became
Thunder
Community Foundation, joining their

involved with the Bay
Board of Directors, becoming Chair to
both the Grants and the Student Award
Committees and creating a Family
Fund with her husband Rod.

Through this experience, Lesley and
Rod witnessed firsthand the joy and

What legacy will you leave? Consider leaving a gift in your will to the

gratitude of local organizations

receiving grants, and the tangible
difference that donations make across
the community. That connection and
understanding ultimately led them to
and heartfelt
decision - to leave a gift in their wills
to the Thunder

Foundation.

make an important

Bay Community

“We worked hard, had successful

have the
resources to give back. We can’t

careers, and now we
change everyone’s life, but we can
make a difference in some, and that
matters,” says Rod.

For Lesley, the inspiration to give
stems from seeing the Foundation’s
work up close, “I think it really has to
do with me having been on the Board
for five years and finding out about the
amazing work that the Thunder Bay
Community Foundation does.”

She adds, “The Community
Foundation funds S0 many
organizations; it’s not just giving

money to one. They’re a very well-run
organization, and the way they invest
is really positive and they do a very
good job.”

Thunder Bay Community Foundation

Visit www.tbcf.org or call (807) 475 7279 for more information.

Rod echoes the
they’re confident that their gift will be

sentiment noting

well cared for, “The Community
Foundation has a huge breadth that
nobody else has when it comes to
helping the community. This is one
way to ensure our support is managed
responsibly and directed to where it

can make the greatest impact.”

When Athena Kreiner, CEO of the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation,

Lesley and Rod’s

shares her heartfelt
“On behalf of the
Thunder Bay Community Foundation,
I would like to thank Lesley and Rod
for choosing our Foundation to create

learned about
decision, she

appreciation,

their legacy. Their deep commitment
to our community and the impact of
their generosity will continue to be felt
in perpetuity.”

Lesley & Rod’s decision represents a
kind of generosity rooted in trust,
gratitude, and belief in the power of
community. Their story reflects lives
lived with purpose and in light with
this month’s significance, it is also a
reminder that starting a conversation
about creating a will, doesn’t have to
be overwhelming. When one chooses

Community
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their

professionally

to leave a charitable gift,
donation  will be
invested, and directed to the causes
and organizations that matter most -
forever.

If you’re considering how to leave
your own legacy, we invite you to
explore how a charitable gift in your
will can help strengthen the Thunder
Bay community for years to come.

For more information about donations,
wills, or creating a Fund, please
contact Athena Kreiner at (807) 627-
0512 or akreiner @tbcf.org.
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